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Install Positron

• Latest released version: https://positron.posit.co/download 

• Latest pre-release: https://github.com/posit-dev/positron/releases 

• For Cascadia R Conf, latest pre-release is 2025.07.0 (Universal) build ??

https://positron.posit.co/download
https://github.com/posit-dev/positron/releases
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• Name 

• What you use R for 

• One word that describes how you are feeling about Positron

Introduce yourself to your neighbor(s)
Your turn





Positron is ...

• A next-generation data science IDE 

• A tool for writing code and exploring data 

• Familiar (RStudio-ish) and extensible (soft fork of VS Code) 

• Multilingual data science: R and Python (as of today) 

• Plots, variables, console, help, viewer, data explorer



Should I switch from RStudio to Positron?

• It's still early days for Positron! Are you happy as an early adopter? 

• RStudio is not going away. >10 years of engineering has gone into RStudio. 
It's very stable and completely built-out. 

• If you work in both R and Python (or any other language), Positron is 
probably a good fit. 

• If you like to customize your working environment, you'll appreciate the 
extension ecosystem and the possibility of creating your own. 

• Positron is under much more active development.



Why didn't you just do {this other thing} ?

• Why not build a polyglot IDE based on RStudio? 

• Why not build a VS Code extension? 

• Watch Jonathan McPherson's posit::conf talk "How Positron Works" 

• Clip about general IDE features 

• Clip about R crashing and Positron not crashing

https://youtu.be/8uRcB34Hhsw?si=XpDBF-9snDfuOzj3&t=1674
https://youtu.be/8uRcB34Hhsw?si=EsQvBi_RznhZBu9E&t=1953


Workspace is a core concept in Positron 

A workspace is just a folder* 

Similar to a Project in RStudio 

Pro tip: work in a folder most (all?) of the time

* Or, at least, it can be and often is that simple







R 4.3.3 R 4.4.3 R 4.5.0









rig

Standalone tool to manage multiple R installations 

Not part of Positron, but a great complement 

Especially important for macOS users 

https://github.com/r-lib/rig

https://github.com/r-lib/rig


Positron defaults to the "blank slate" lifestyle

R --no-save --no-restore-data





The 

command palette 
is a core concept in Positron

Ctrl/Cmd + Shift + P



Ctrl/Cmd + Shift + P



Ctrl/Cmd + Shift + P



Direct link to setting:  
RStudio Keybindings

positron://settings/workbench.keybindings.rstudioKeybindings


Ctrl/Cmd + Shift + P





Install 
extensions 

from Open VSX


